02/12/08 16:51 FAX 847 541 4857 N.W. COMM, BGTC @003 

RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

FEB 1 2 2008 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

4 

1 -9. (Cancelled) 



10, (Previously Amended) An orotracheal suction system for suctioning 
obstructive material from the oropharynx and trachea of a patient, the system 
comprising: 

a catheter having a distal end and a proximal end , a diameter of from about 0.5 Fr to about 
ISFr. and a length sufficient to engage the oropharynx and distal bronchi of the patifcnt at the 
catheter distal end; a seal at the distal end of the catheter; 

an extension tubing operable for attachment to the catheter proximal end and extending 
a distance away from the patients head and mouth; and 

a reservoir operable to connect to the extension tubing and to collect the 

i 

i 

obstructive materials vising a vacuum source; wherein the reservoir comprises 

Serial Number 10604469 

PAGE 3121 * RCVD AT 2/1212008 5:52:41 PM (Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRM/28 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:847 541 4857 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-18 



* 



02/12/08 16:51 FAX 847 541 4857 



N.W. COMM. BGTC 



B1004 



an entry com partment and a second compartment wherein the compartments are 
separated bv a gr id operable to prevent obstruction of the vacuum bv the obstructive 
material . 

1 1 . (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Previously Presented) The orotracheal suction system of Claim 10, 

wherein the reservoir comprises a removable disc to empty the obstructive material 
from the reservoir, 

* 

14. (Previously Presented) The orotracheal suction system of Claim 10, 

r 

wherein the catheter and extension tubing have a diameter to accommodate an 
obstructive food bolus. 

» 

15. (Cancelled) 

* 
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1 6 . (Previously Presented) The orotracheal suction system of Claim 1 0, 



wherein the seal comprises a balloon and wherein the catheter further comprises a 



balloon port to inflate the balloon. 



17. (Previously Presented) The orotracheal suction system of Claim 10, 



wherein the extension tubing has a length of from about 3 feet to about 5 feet. 



1 8. (Withdrawn) A method of removing an obstructive material from the 



oropharynx and trachea of a patient comprising: 



providing: 
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a catheter having a distal end and a proximal end, and a length sufficient to engage the oropharynx 

» 

m 
w 

and distal bronchi of the patient at the catheter distal erid; 

i 

a seal comprising a balloon at the distal end of the catheter; and 

b 
\ 

I 

a reservoir having an entry chamber operable for connection to the i 
catheter to collect the obstructive materials using a vacuum source; 

r 

disposing the distal end of the catheter into the oropharynx; ■ 
sealing the trachea by inflating the balloon at the distal end of the catheter; i 

drawing vacuum pressure through the Teservoir and proximal end of the catheter 



to suction the oropharynx to remove the obstructive material; and 



trapping the obstruction in the entry chamber of the reservoir. 



1 9. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8, wherein the obstructive material is a 



■ 

foreign body, a mucous plug, 6r a food bolus. 



20. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8, further comprising disposing the 



catheter distal end in the trachea above the distal bronchi. 



■; 
I 
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2 1 . (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 20, further comprising suctioning the 



bronchi. 



22. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8, wherein the catheter further 



comprises a balloon port, and inflating the balloon comprises engaging the balloon port. 
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23 . (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8, wherein the catheter is connected to 



i 

the entry chamber of the reservoir through an extension tubing attached to the proximal 



end of the catheter. 



■ 

24. (Withdrawn) A method of removing an obstructive material from an 

• * 



oropharynx and trachea of a patient comprising: 

i 
i 
j 

providing | 

i 

i 

* 

i 

! 

a catheter having a distal end and a proximal end, a diameter sufficient to 

i 

• * * 

accommodate a food bolus, and a length sufficient to engage the 

! 

oropharynx and distal bronchi of the patient at the catheter distal end; 
a seal comprising a balloon at the distal end of the catheter; ! 

> 

an extension tubing having a first and second end, operable for 

* 

attachment to the catheter proximal end and extending a distance away 

i 

from the patient's head and mouth; and j 

i 

a reservoir having an entry chamber with a first connection and a second 
chamber with a second connection, the entry and second chambers being 

* 

i 

i 

separated by a grid operable to keep large particles in the entry chamber; 

« 

■ 
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and i 

■ 

disposing the distal end of the catheter into the trachea and above the distal 

bronchi; attaching ihc proximal end of the catheter to the first end of the extension tubing; 

I 

connecting the second end of the extension tubing to the first connection on the 

i 

reservoir; connecting a wall vacuum source to the second connection on the reservoir; 

i 
i 

sealing the trachea by inflating the balloon at a distal end of the catheter; 

i ! 

drawing vacuum from the wall vacuum suction through the reservoir, extension tubing 
and catheter so as to suction the oropharynx and trachea to remove the food bolus; and 

■ 

trapping the food bolus in the entry chamber of the reservoir. 



25. , (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 24 a wherein the catheter has a diameter 



of from about 0.5 Fr to about J 5Fr. 



26. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 25, wherein the catheter has a diameter 



of from about 8 Fr to about 1 5 Fr. 
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27. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 24, wherein the extension tubing 

i 
i 

extends from about 3 feet to about 5 feet away from the mouth of the patient. 



28. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 24, wherein the extension tubing has a 



diam eter of from about 0.5 Fr to about 1 5Fr. 



29. 



(Withdrawn) The method of Claim 28, wherein the extension tubing has a 

! 

diameter of from about 8 Fr to about 1 5 Fr, ' 



« 

r 



j 
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